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           Mathew’s Musing                           November 2022  

Wow, I cannot believe I have been your called minister for a year now. If you 

did not know, Nov 1st is my official anniversary here at FCC Missoula. I have 

been loving this journey we are on and I cannot wait for what is in store for 

this next year. The beginning of this month is the last lull in church events as 

we move into the Holidays. As Advent approaches, I think it is important to 

remember to take time to recharge yourself. 

The Holidays are known for taking a lot of energy out of people, and I am 

certain the events I am working on will be adding more to your schedule, but in 

order to handle the chaos of the Holidays, we must rest and recharge. What 

do you like to do to ‘get away’? what gives you energy? Perhaps a walk? Maybe 

sitting by the window and watching the world go by for a bit? Do you like 

journaling? Coloring? Reading? Reflect on what you need for yourself to get 

through the Holidays and set yourself up for success. 

If you are wondering what I am doing, I will be going to Seattle for two days in 

early November to just disconnect for a few days, and I am stocking up on 

books and tea. I pray you are all well and I look forward to celebrating Advent 

with you! 

With Love, 

Pastor Mat 

  
 

                       
 
Nov 6 : Pastor Mat  
Nov 13: Nancy Lumsden 
Nov 20: Patty Pfau 
Nov 27: Linda De Minck 
 

 Diaconate: Patty Pfau  
 
As long as we are not serving communion but rather going up to 
the front of the church and receiving communion, we will only 
have a Diaconate.     

 Elders:  
Nov 6 :   
Nov 13: Tricia Waylett 
Nov 20: Nancy Lumsden 
Nov 27: Fred Lumsden 
 
      

Disciples of Christ Statement of Identity 

“We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. 

As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table, as God 

has welcomed us.”  
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Published monthly  

First Christian Church, Missoula Mt. 

Editor:  Joyce Previte 

If you no longer with to receive The Crusader, please email fccmissoula@hotmail.com 
or call 549-7221 to get your name removed off the list. 

 

"But I will restore you to health and heal your wounds,’ declares the LORD" 
~ Jeremiah 30:17 

Please pray for: 

 

                                                       

 
3- Donna Dowell 

25 – Kristine Tromp 
 

 
                                     Joe and Karin Zito - November 12 

Bill and Marian Miller - November 27 
 

 
Skinny Pens 

 
Fred, in his astute wisdom, made the comment that he wished we 
could have pens in the pews instead of pencils because if you need a 
pen to write a check, you cannot use a pencil.  So, Mathew and I set 
out to find a slim pen to fit in the pew slots where the golf pencils go 
and it was not an easy task.  I finally just searched “skinny pens” and 
found one that would fit so you will see them in the pews soon. 
 
 

 2022   Church Events 

 
6th   November birthday/anniversary celebration  

8th  VOTE 

17th  Brew Talks Conflux Brewery 5pm 

20th  Board Meeting 

24th  Thanksgiving and church dinner noon 

27th Hanging of the Greens after worship 

 

 
 

 

Wayne DeMinck                             Marie Hall 
Ruth Vinion                                   Linda Sadler 
Judy Hazelbaker                             Doug and Joan Combs                          
Ukraine and it’s people                         Sis Gooley 
Harold Hanger    People impacted by hurricane Ian  
                 Our friends at FCC who have contracted Covid   
  

mailto:fccmissoula@hotmail.com
https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/30-17.html
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The Recipe Spot   

               Apple Crisp 

Ingredients 
• 10 cups all-purpose apples, peeled, cored and sliced 
• 1 cup white sugar 
• 1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• ½ cup water 
• 1 cup quick-cooking oats 
• 1 cup all-purpose flour 
• 1 cup packed brown sugar 
• ¼ teaspoon baking powder 
• ¼ teaspoon baking soda 
• ½ cup butter, melted 

Directions 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 
2. Place sliced apples in a 9x13-inch baking dish. Mix white sugar, 1 tablespoon 

flour, and cinnamon together; sprinkle over apples. Pour water evenly over 
apples. 

3. Combine oats, 1 cup flour, brown sugar, baking powder, and baking soda in 
a large bowl. Add melted butter and mix with a fork until crumbly; sprinkle 
evenly over apple mixture.  

4. Bake in the preheated oven until top is golden brown and apples are 
bubbling around the edges, about 45 minutes. 

 

This recipe came from Allrecipes.com with over 6,000 rave reviews, 
this apple crisp speaks for itself 

 

The Symbol find has returned! 
I have hidden a symbol in The Crusader and whoever finds it, will receive a 
gift card, i.e. McDonalds, Dairy Queen, and other places and one other small 
prize.  There is only one symbol hidden for the month’s issue and if that 
person finds the symbol, they contact myself or Mat.   
The reason behind this is to get people to open the Crusader and read it.  So 
now even if our selected person is one of our out of town readers and they are 
chosen by me to hide the symbol in their Crusader and they find it, I can send 

them their gift certificate/gift card.  The symbol for November is so look 
closely and if the symbol is in your Crusader, contact Joyce or Mat.
**New stipulation…if the symbol is in your Crusader, you must notify us before 
the next’s month issue comes out. 
April – Nancy Johnson and she found it!!! I was thrilled to listen to her 
voicemail because she sounded excited.  So fun… 
May – Carol White – update…Carol did find her symbol and prize was mailed 
June – Trudy Hand found the mailbox!!  Congrats, Trudy 
July – Myers Family – Sorry, we never heard from Myer family 
August – Karin Zito – We never heard from Karin 
September – Pastor Alan used to LOVE to look for the symbol in the newly 
published Crusader each month, sooo…I decided to hide the symbol in his Sept 
Crusader and he promptly called me and said, “I FOUND IT”.  Hurray!!! 
October – Jean Goldsby found it and came in and got her little present! 
November -  

 
We are faced with either having to lease or purchase a new printer for the 
office.  Problem with the current Brother printers we have is that to purchase 
new toners, it almost cost us what a new laser printer would cost.  It’s the 
Brother company that is the villain here which is forcing us to make this 
decision.  If you are in a position where you would like to pitch in some $$ to 
help offset the cost, please see Pastor Mat. 
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Hope Rescue Mission Story 
My early childhood was plagued by neglect, homelessness and my father’s 
heroin addiction.  At 12, I left my parent’s home and lived on the streets, in 

survival mode, for the next 27 years.  At 19, I lost my father to a heroin 
overdose. 

In and out of jail, and 32 arrests later, a Christian woman bringing church in 
the jail planted a seed and told me: “let me love you until you learn to love 
yourself.”  I decided I couldn’t do this anymore and gave my life to Christ.  I 

felt peace for the first time in my life in 2013 in a jail cell alone and was 
delivered then from my opioid addiction! 

In the mess of my journey to find my Lord and Savior, I spent 12 years 
separated from my oldest son and on non-speaking terms.  God heard my 
prayers for restoration of this relationship, and after 12 years, we are now 
reunited, he has moved to Missoula and he too, shares a heart to serve in 
broken places.  He has been volunteering at the TSOS and I am grateful my 

children will never receive the same call I received about my father.   
With God, all thing are possible. 

This is Jessica’s story and she is working at the TSOS (safe outdoor space) which are big 
tents that Hope Mission has put up on Hwy 93 that houses some of the homeless.  They are 

heated and can be used year round. 

Monthly 
Offerings 

Needed Offerings Outcome 

January $8493 $4237 $4256 

February $8493 $5638 $2855 
March $8493 $3010 $5483 

April $8493 $4511 $3982 
May $8493 $5425 $3068 

June $8493 $3889 $4604 

July Update $9137 $6142 $2995 
August $9137 $11,569 $2432 

Sept $9137 $4869 $4268 
October $9137 $4282 $4855 

 

 

 

A potluck Thanksgiving Dinner will be held at FCC Missoula on 

November 24th (Thanksgiving). The turkey will be furnished but we 

will be seeking people to bring the Mashed Potatoes, green beans, 

salads, sides and pies. The aim is to eat around 3pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. Look for a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall at 

the beginning of November. 
 

 March April May June July Aug Sept Oct 

Avg. 
attendance 

from 
headcount 

24 22 28 32 32 
 

29 33 30 

Ave 

attendance 
from 

Attendance 
cards 

30 28 25 27 30 

 

23 29 26 

 

Avg. online 

observers 

43 35** 45 

 

31 30 36 29 

 

46 

**Tech 
problems on 
Easter #’s 

       Covid hit us 
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POTLUCK 

 The Sunday after Thanksgiving (Nov. 27th) we will be transforming our 
facility into an Advent wonderland. After worship we will be setting up 
decorations and decorating our Christmas trees. Following this decorating, we 
will have a Thanksgiving leftover potluck in the fellowship hall to celebrate a 
job well done and the beginning of the Advent season! 
 

 
 

 

BrewTalks has started and is being held the 1st and 3rd Thursday of 
the Month from 5p-8p at Conflux Brewing Co, 210 N Pattee St. 
BrewTalks is an open forum event where all are welcome to stop 
by, ask questions and build community.  
You don't have to have a drink and they serve Root Beer; just come 

for the discussion.   
 
 

 

 

 

Young Adults Gathering 
(ages 18-30ish) 

 
On Friday November 18th, FCC Missoula will be hosting a Young Adult Gathering for ages 18-
30ish. The plan is to eat food, play games and build community. This event will be from 6:30-9pm 
and will be a very casual gathering. For any questions, please contact Pastor Mat, and make sure to 
invite any Children/Grandchildren ages 18-30ish! 
 

 

Guideposts 
 

There is now  a table in the fellowship hall with small booklets about many 
different subjects…THEY ARE FREE so pick up one or more to take home and read.  
They are courtesy of Guideposts. 
 

 

2022 
 

Advent begins on Sunday, Nov. 27th and Pastor Mat has special activities  
planned for each Friday night in December so watch for the 
announcements in the December Crusader.  
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We rec’d the nicest note from Karen Fowler, a previous member who 
moved to New Mexico with her partner, Herb Myers and their family.  
Karen also sent some funnies I’ll share some with you below: 
Karen said: 
“Too cute not to pass on.  I enjoy reading the monthly letter. Thank you for sending it.  I 

feel connected still, in my small way.  Hugs” 
 
*The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.      

 *Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled 
proceeds will be used to cripple children.  
*The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The sermon 
tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  

*Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.  

*Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.   

*Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious 
pleasure to the congregation.   

*For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs.  

*Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help 
they can get.  

*Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the 
church.. So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 

*The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and 
gracious hostility. 

*Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.  

*The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be 
seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 

Thank you Karen, we miss you and  your family! 

 

                  

It is back! 

Our Come and Be Fed pancake breakfasts are back on the last Sunday of each month! 
These breakfasts will be served from 7-9am in our fellowship Hall and are open to 

EVERYONE! We are inviting the neighborhood, our friends at Russell School and Family 
Promise. Due to insurance issues, we cannot offer rides at this time. The first returning 

breakfast will be on October 30th, so make sure to tell your neighbors and strangers that 
you meet to COME AND BE FED! 

 
 

 

Parkinson’s Support Group 

They had their first meeting and are very happy with our facility.  They are 

changing their time to meet to the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 10am to 

noon. 

 

My Anniversary 
October 17 was my 12th anniversary being the secretary/office manager at 
FCC.  It’s a privilege to work here with so many wonderful people even 
though I don’t get to see you very often.  There have been many changes in 
the past 12 years and most have been great and I especially enjoy working 
with Pastor Mat.  First Christian Church is such an amazing place to work for 
an amazing bunch of people.  Thank you and I’m forever grateful……Joyce 
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                                            2022                   

2020  

 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                                  1 

 
TOPS 

7AM-11:30AM 

 

Boy Scouts-7:00 PM 

 

                                    2 

 

 

 

Five Valley’s 7pm-9pm 

 

                                 3                            

 Donna Dowell 
 

 

Girl Scouts 6-7:30 

 

                                    4 

Choices Al-Anon group 

12:30- 1:30 

 

 

Cleaning Crew 
 

                                            5 

New Hope Al-Anon 

9:30am-noon 

Garden Club event 

12-6 

AA-7pm 

                             6 
Worship Service 10:45 

birthday/anniversary  

pick up Crusader 

 

FV Church of Christ 3-8 

 

                                    7 
 

 

 

Venture Scouts-6:30 PM 

 

                                     8 
 

TOPS 

7AM-11:30AM 

 

Boy Scouts-7:00 PM 

 

                                   9 

 

 

 

Five Valley’s 7pm-9pm 

 

                             10 

 

 

Mineral Society 7pm 

Girl Scouts 6-7:30 

 (FS room) 

 

 

 

 

                         11 

Choices Al-Anon group 

12:30- 1:30 

 

 

Cleaning Crew 
 

 

                                           12 

New Hope Al-Anon 

9:30am-noon 

Happy Anniversary 

Joe & Karin Zito 

AA-7pm 
 

 

 

                           13 
Worship Service 

10:45am 

Nancy Lumsden-C 

 

 

FV Church of Christ 3-8 
 

 

                                 14 

 

 

 

 

 

Venture Scouts-6:30 PM 

 

15 
TOPS 7AM-11:30AM 

 

 

Boy Scouts-7:00 PM 

 
 

 

16 
 

Parkinson Support Group 

10am to noon 

 

 

Five Valley’s 7pm-9pm 

 

17 
 

Brew Talks 

5pm – 8pm 

Conflux Brewing Co. 

 

Girl Scouts 6-7:30 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

                                   18 
Choices Al-Anon group 

12:30- 1:30 
Young Adult Gathering 

6:30p-9pm 

 

Cleaning Crew 
 

                                             19 
New Hope Al-Anon 

 9:30am-noon 

 

Youth Event tbd 
 

AA-7pm 

                           20      
Worship Service 10:45 

Patty Pfau – Coffee 

BOARD MEETING 
 

FV Church of Christ 3-8 

 

                                  21 
 

 

 

 

Venture Scouts-6:30 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

                                22   
              TOPS 

7AM-11:30AM 

Boy Scouts-7:00 PM 

 

                              23 
 

 

 

 

Five Valley’s 7pm-9pm 
 

 

                               24 

 
Church open at 10 am 

Dinner around 2:30 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

                                 25 

Choices Al-Anon group 

12:30- 1:30 

 Kristine Tromp 
 

Cleaning Crew 

 

26 
New Hope Al-Anon 

9:30am-noon 
 

 

 

AA-7pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        27 
Worship Service 10:45 

Linda DeMinck – Coffee 

Hanging to the greens 

after worship 

Happy Anniversary 

Bill & Marian Miller 

Come & Be Fed 
FV Church of Christ 

 

 

      

                                 28 

 
 

 

 

Venture Scouts-6:30 PM 
 

 

 

 

                               29 
 

 

TOPS 

7AM-11:30AM 

 

Boy Scouts-7:00 PM 

         

                               30 

 

 

 

Five Valley’s 7pm – 9pm 

 

   

Knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ 

First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

Come and see the  
works of the Lord.                                                    

                                                       Psalm 46:8 


